
A year before his untimely death, Maclean produced 
what was to be his only major publication, 
The Highlands.  

The above quotation is but one of the many 
arresting statements made by Maclean in his book. 
By demarcating the difference between orthodox 
and thus more authoritative statements 
from printed materials as opposed to those from 
oftentimes neglected oral sources, Maclean made 
well his point through rhetorical usage. This 
philosophy pervades his study of the Highlands 
and remains one of the book’s touchstones to this very day. 

John Lorne Campbell (1906–1996), styled Fear Chanaigh, a close colleague 
of Maclean’s, reviewed the book for The Times Literary Supplement in 1959:

  Mr Maclean has the advantage 
  not only of being a native 
  Gaelic-speaker but of having 
  acquired, as a student at Dublin 
  and Uppsala, an international 
  background and approach to his 
  subject, an approach that is sadly 
  lacking in most of the “experts” 
  who have written about the 
Highlands and their problems during the past generation. This enables 
him to describe the oral traditions and the folklore of the Highlands 
in their true setting, as part of the Indo-European tradition. The great 
importance and interest of Gaelic Scotland from this point of view lie 
in the fact that it has preserved a vast corpus of ancient tales, traditions, 
and folk music...Mr. Maclean is able 
to convey to his readers vividly the 
wealth of oral literature and folksong 
that is still to be found in the 
Highlands...a heritage which, to the 
everlasting disgrace of the so-called 
civilized parts of Scotland, was 
entirely ignored by official Scottish 
academic circles before the School 
of Scottish Studies was founded in 
1951, and thereby allowed to drift to the blink of oblivion. 

Despite lacklustre support from its original publishers, Batsford, The Highlands 
has been reprinted on several occasions, and still remains in print, reflecting 
its status as a classic of its genre.

The Highlands 
(1959)

There are two histories of every 
land and people, the written 
history that tells what it is 
considered politic to tell and 
the unwritten history which 
tells everything.
[Maclean writing in The Highlands, 1959]
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