...I am now five years in Ireland,
the people never seem to lose
their charm, to me they seem
to become more fascinating
every day.
[Maclean writing to his brother Sorley MacLean, 1944]
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For seven years Maclean was an ‘exile’ in Ireland,
a place and people of which he was to gain
an intimate knowledge and for whom he held
an enormous respect and affection.
The outbreak of war caused considerable disruption
which Maclean likewise had to endure. At first, he
worked in a perambulator factory in Clonmel, Co.
Tipperary. During this period Maclean converted
to Roman Catholicism. His conversion, as well as
Calum Maclean, Dublin, 1955.
being a ‘foreign’ resident with Scottish Nationalist
leanings, left Maclean vulnerable to suspicion from G2, the Irish Secret
Police, who opened a file on him. After the factory closed due to wartime
shortages, Maclean returned to stay in Indreabhán, Connemara, and
resumed collecting there.
Courtesy of the MacLean family.

Whilst domiciled there, Maclean’s already
burgeoning knowledge of the Irish language
and tradition was further enhanced through
the inspiration drawn from Douglas Hyde
(1860–1949). Maclean’s Dublin contacts
stood him in good stead and, through
the recommendation of Thomas Waldron
Staff of the Irish Folklore Commission, 82 St Stephen’s
(1916–1996), Maclean was offered a
Green, Dublin, 1953. Seán Ó hEochaidh, Tomás de
Bhaldraithe, Ciarán Bairéad, Micheál Ó hAodha and
position as a part-time collector at the
Séamus Ó Duilearga.
Irish Folklore Commission established in
1935. From August 1942 to February 1945, Maclean sent a considerable
amount of Connemara lore to the Commission.
Courtesy of the National Folklore Collection / Cnuasach Bhéaloideas Éireann, University College Dublin.

Meanwhile, the Commission’s remit expanded
to include Gaelic-speaking Scotland and so
Delargy, somewhat to Maclean’s chagrin, decided
to send him back there to collect. Although fully
understanding of the rationale behind such a
decision, Maclean’s removal from his adopted
homeland deeply affected him.
On leaving Ireland, Maclean confided in his diary:
Professor James Hamilton Delargy
At six o’clock this evening, I went aboard a ship
(Séamus Ó Duilearga), 1953.
in Dublin on my way to Scotland. The weather
was beautiful, and I was very lonely to leave
Ireland...I bade farewell to Ireland and gave her my blessing.
I love everything in Ireland...Ireland, the delightful and lovely!!

Courtesy of the National Folklore Collection / Cnuasach Bhéaloideas
Éireann, University College Dublin.

