
Over the next five years, whilst still an 
employee of the Commission, Maclean 
collected a great deal of material in the 
predominantly Roman Catholic and 
Gaelic-speaking Southern Hebrides.

Whilst in Barra, Maclean received a 
letter from his mentor, Professor James 
Hamilton Delargy (1899–1980), 
intimating the value of undertaking such fieldwork:

You are doing more important cultural work than anyone else in 
Scotland, for what you are doing is immortal; and when all the polemics 
of the day & all the headlines in the daily papers are forgotten, your 
work will remain.

 Maclean was fully conscious that it was 
 very much a race against time but 
 although he may have felt daunted at 
 times by the sheer amount of fieldwork 
 that lay before him his enthusiasm 
 seldom wavered. Writing in 1947, he 
 offered the following observation with 
 regard to collecting:

He always knows that he rescues something from oblivion. The discovery 
and recording of a beautiful song, or story, which might otherwise 
have perished is always a joy. But most valuable of all is the wealth 
of friendships that come his way.

Perhaps no better description can put this view into perspective than 
Maclean’s visit to the blind piper Lachlan Bàn MacCormick (1859–1951), 
a native of Creagorry, Benbecula, which left an emotional and lasting 
impression him:

As well as several traditional pipe-tunes, he recorded two tales, and has 
more to tell. My most moving experience as a folklore collector was to 
have recorded from him. He is 92 years of age and his eyes have been 
completely sightless for the past eight years.

And when looking back on his stay in Benbecula, Maclean wrote:

To the people of Benbecula, among whom I have spent most of my 
working-life, there is no tribute high enough that I could pay.
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...when all the polemics of the 
day & all the headlines in the 
daily papers are forgotten, your 
work will remain. 
[James Hamilton Delargy writing to Maclean,1946]

Donald MacPhee, styled Dòmhnall Bàn Eileanach, 
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Lachlan Bàn MacCormick, Beinn na Coraraidh, South Uist, 
1930s. 
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Calum Maclean recording Angus MacMillan on an 
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