
From humble beginnings, Calum Maclean 
emerged to become one of the most 
renowned Scottish folklore collectors 
and ethnologists of his generation.

Calum Iain mac Chaluim ’ic Chaluim ’ic 
Iain ’ic Tharmaid ’ic Iain ’ic Tharmaid, 
known more commonly as Calum an 
Tàilleir, was born on 6 September 1915 
in the crofting hamlet of Oskaig, isle of 
Raasay, to Malcolm MacLean (1880–1951), styled Calum Chaluim Iain 
Ghairbh, tailor, and his wife, Christina Nicolson (1886–1974), styled Ciorstaidh 
Shomhairle Mhòir Iain ’ic Shomhairle Phìobaire ’ic Iain ’ic Eòghain.

  For an island as small as Raasay 
  to produce such a prodigious talent 
  is nothing short of exceptional. 
  Maclean was one of a family of four 
  other boys and two girls, all of whom 
  went on to successful careers in the 
  fields of education and medicine.

  His four brothers were Sorley MacLean 
(1911–1996), the foremost Gaelic poet of his generation as well as a scholar 
and schoolmaster, John MacLean (1909–1970), a piper, a schoolmaster and 
a renowned classicist, Dr Alasdair Maclean (1918–1999), also a folklorist 
and an historian who practiced medicine in South Uist for some thirty years, 
and Dr Norman MacLean (1921–1998), a piper, and, for a time, a medical 
practitioner at Wakefield in Yorkshire. Their two sisters, Ishbel (1924–2010) 
and Mary Maclean (1926–), were both local schoolteachers.

Just as his other siblings, Maclean attended 
Raasay Public School and then went to 
Portree Secondary School (1929–1935). 
His early promise as a scholar flourished 
on entering the University of Edinburgh.

From Raasay 
to the World
(1915–1935)

...Calum’s interest in Gaelic 
traditional song was no doubt 
kindled in his earliest childhood.
[Hamish Henderson’s memoir of Maclean, 1985]

Raasay School class photograph, early 1920s. Calum 
Maclean is pictured second right in the back row and 
his brother Alasdair is in the middle of the second row.
 Courtesy of the MacLean family.

Clann an Tàilleir, The MacLean family of Raasay, a drawing 
in pencil and chalk by Andrew McMorrine.
 Courtesy of Skye and Lochalsh Archive Centre.

The MacLean family house at Churchton, Raasay.
 Courtesy of the MacLean family.
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Portrait of the MacLean family, c. 1920s.
 Courtesy of the MacLean family.
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